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fabric of America. In order to fight evil,
do some good—do some good.

One of the things that’s happening in
America as a result of the attack by the
enemy is that people are taking a good,
hard look at what’s important in life. We're
beginning to have a cultural shift, it seems
like to me. I want to be a part of that
shift. It’s a shift away from a culture that
has said, “If it feels good, just go ahead
and do it,” and “If you've got a problem,
blame somebody else,” to a new era that
says, “Each of us are responsible for the
decisions we make in life.”

If you are a mom or a dad, if you're
lucky enough to be a mom or a dad, you're
responsible for loving that child with all
your heart and all your soul. If you're living
in Oakland County, you’re responsible for
the quality of education. If you're dissatis-
fied with the quality of education, do some-
thing about it. If you're satisfied, go hug
a teacher, and thank him or her for doing
such an important job.

No, I think it’s happening. I think people
are beginning to understand that being a
patriot is more than just putting your hand
over your heart. Being a patriot is working
to make America a more compassionate
and decent and hopeful place.

No, I think it’s happening. I remember
and will never forget what took place on
Flight 93. We had average citizens flying
across the country. All of a sudden they
became aware of the new reality, that
America was under attack. They were on
the phones to their loved ones. The word

Statement on Northern Ireland
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I support the difficult but necessary deci-
sion today by British Prime Minister Tony
Blair to suspend the Northern Ireland Ex-
ecutive and Assembly. I welcome the com-
mitment of Prime Minister Blair and Irish

“love” was used a lot. They said goodbye.
They said a prayer. They asked for blessing
from an Almighty. A guy said, “Let’s roll.”
They took the plane into the ground to
save life. These Americans understood that
being a patriot was to serve something
greater than yourself in life.

No, the American spirit is strong and
alive. There’s no doubt in my mind, my
friends and fellow Americans, no doubt in
my mind that we can achieve peace, no
doubt in my mind that we can secure our
homeland. There is no doubt in my mind
that we can educate our children and pro-
vide a hopeful future for everybody who
is living here in America. And the reason
I say that is because I say with the utmost
of confidence that this is the finest nation,
full of the finest people, on the face of
the Earth.

May God bless you all, and may God
bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:49 p.m. at
Oakland County International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Thaddeus McCotter,
candidate for Michigan’s 11th Congressional
District; Candice Miller, candidate for
Michigan’s 10th Congressional District; sen-
atorial  candidate ~ Andrew  “Rocky”
Raczkowski; L. Brooks Patterson, Oakland
County Executive; Loren Bennett and Terri
Lynn Land, candidates for Michigan sec-
retary of state; Mike Cox, candidate for
Michigan attorney general; and President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Prime Minister Bertie Ahern to restore
confidence between the parties and peoples
of Northern Ireland, hold elections, and re-
instate powersharing as soon as is possible.
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I join their condemnation of sectarianism
and violence and echo their call for all par-
ties to make unequivocal their commitment
to exclusively peaceful and democratic
means for pursuing their interests. There
is simply no place for paramilitaries in a
democratic society. I also applaud the two
Governments’ recognition of the central im-
portance of policing and the need for con-
tinued policing reform.

I welcome the continued close coopera-
tion of the British and Irish Governments
as they work toward the full implementa-
tion of the Good Friday agreement. The
United States stands ready to assist their
efforts. I appeal to everyone in Northern
Ireland to recognize the great benefits that
the agreement has already secured. The
Good Friday agreement remains the best
framework for a lasting peace in Northern
Ireland.

Remarks at a Dinner for Congressional Candidate Thaddeus McCotter in

Dearborn, Michigan
October 14, 2002

Thank you all. “Congressman,” thank
you. I appreciate you all coming. I'm here
to help the Republican Party. I'm here to
help Dick Posthumus get elected. I'm here
to make it clear that Thaddeus McCotter
needs to be the next Congressman from
this district.

Anybody who would name his son
George—|laughter]—in this case, George
T.—1 appreciate the chance to meet the
family. I want to thank the McCotters for
coming. He’s got a great wife and three
wonderful children. I appreciate a man who
has got his priorities straight, and that is
his faith and his family and his country.
And T appreciate you all coming to help
him.

We had a big rally earlier today, and
Thaddeus was there and so was the next
Governor of the State of Michigan, Dick
Posthumus. I told the folks in—I mean,
there was a couple of thousand people
there, and I told them that it's important
to do what they are good at doing, which
is put signs in the ground and dial the
phones and put out the mailers. We're get-
ting close to grassroots politics time.

For those of you who are involved in
the grassroots of Michigan politics, I want
to thank you for what you're going to do,

not only what you have done but what's
going to take place over the next couple
of weeks, and that is to work hard to turn
out a big vote. To turn out a vote for
the next Governor, the next Congressman
is really important. There’s no doubt in my
mind these two men are going to win, and
they're only going to win with your help.
So thanks for coming. Thanks for your care
about your State and your country.

I'm so grateful that my buddy the Gov-
ernor of Michigan is here, John Engler.
I appreciate his strong service to Michigan.
We both did a very smart thing: We both
married girls from Texas. [Laughter] We
both married above ourselves. [Laughter]

And speaking about girls from Texas,
Laura sends her love to many of you here
that we got to know during the course of
our campaign. She’s doing great. She’s
strong, and she’s calm when she needs to
be calm. She’s a fabulous wife, a great
mother, and she’s doing a wonderful job
as our First Lady. I'm really proud of her.

I want to thank the Members from the
U.S. Congress who are here with us today.
I particularly want to thank Mike Rogers
for working hard to make sure this event
was successful. Mike, thanks for your hard
work. Thanks for your support. I think
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